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Our Vision Statement Brockton, MA 02301 PAID
Our vision is to become a visible, outreaching community resource con-
sisting of diverse, active, enthusiastic and supportive Christians of all ages| workinc Brockton, MA

together with dynamic leadership and ministering to the spiritual and sociajneeds ¢
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the congregation and community.

Our Mission Statement
Celebrating the | ove of Christé
Growing in faith and |l oveé
Serving God and our neighhblor é
First Evangelical Lutheran Church

FIRST EVANGELICAL MINISTERS:
LUTHERAN CHURCH The Members of First Evangelical Lutheran Church
900 Main Street STAFF:
5,2‘2,?1";?2’39%223101 Transitional Pastor: Reverend Edward Sproul

Fax: 508835501 Cell Phone: 7836747 Hnail: ed.sproul@gmail.com

Pastors Emeriti: Reverend Michael P. Fruth, Ph.D.
Reverend Kenneth W. Hilston, Jr. Time

Parish Administrator: James E. Benson
Cell Phone: 5@878746 Hnail: jbenson@firsteviutheran.org

Church/Financial Secretary: Paula M. Fedele
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ViIsIT UsoON THE WEB
WWW.FIRSTEVLUTHERAN .ORG

A Congregation of the

E-mail: pfedele@firsteviutheran.org

0{?4 DY Evangelical Lutheran Minister of Music: Hope E. Mehaffey
0@\3}0 Church in America Sexton: Paul OG&Brien

God's work. Our hands.

VOXPOPULI(cont)The Law of Abundance is based on Webstjpr ds
amount, a profusion, fullness to overflowing, an overflowing quantity, affluence, wealth. Abundance comesjfrom the
verabud dahriecchd means O6to abound, to overflow. o6 |t i s

abundance is an aspect of unconditional love. When Jesus and the disciples multiplied the fish and leaves|pf breac

crowds, they applied the law of unconditional love and the law of abundance. The principles of the law of apundanc - 0 Szl On - N
energy exchange and energy movement. APERMORMANCE OF

As Al bert Einstein said, OEnergy is neither [Jcr e: {—]t[\\l—lllw

dance of energy. Motion creates energy. Inside the molecules that make up every form of matter, electrong spin in
around the nucleus, which creates an energy exchange.

God provides a boundless flow of | ove and relsoul
We all have an abundance of whatever we focus the most time and energy on. Money is energy. Love is epergy. F
service or a product is energy. Moreover, life is all about exchange and the movement of energy.

As a member of a barter system you must understand that you offer something and you receive solpething.
of abundance requires both giving and receiving. Abundance is not given freely. It is acquired. You must efercise t
to win the o6Triathlond. You must speak for othelfs t
must play the game in order to score. You must learn the material in order to receive the A+.

Christoph
world class trumpet

On Sunday qffcrllcc11. October 27 ot 3:30 pm, JOSGph Ripka Sunday, March 6
Jack Brent, acclaimed interpreter of !

This law requires truly knowing what is important to us in telbelgebfpstemsour selfalk subcon- George Gershwin will perform at the Zacigr\rgv;r;igi;?g?;ag%bgnp()le:ﬁlti%n
scious, armlr verbalized consciousness First Evangelical Lutheran Church

900 Main Strect, Prockion Date to be announced
Donation: General Scah’nq $20 Seniors $|5.

Time to

Submitted by Pr. Ken Bjorklund

Tickets: call the church office. 508-58€6-90 21 COM I NG SOON!

(: P, C-Ill]il: |LCI1<CI1@[II‘§'(\ |uf|lcr:|n.cr g

Also, online at our website: www. firstevlutheran. org
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

TIDINGS

201
CONGREGATION APPROVES October 2013
RESTORATION PROJECT Cormnerstone
On Sunday, September 29 at a Special Congregational meetwey- Concert Serigas
whel ming approval was given to fundbLng the res

t
Three of the four necessary motions passed by unanimous vote and a fourth by |

Passing unani mously was a motion aut aé‘/jodﬂb&ryh
the repairs and that a loan be sought from the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA. T

motion passed unanimously. The next motion was that the rules of the Permanent Aup@dB8rmance of
temporarily suspended to allow for action on a third motion. This motion passed unanirw%hwin

ly. The third motion was to fund the loan with monies from the Permanet Fund with r%g Brent, pianist
monies being replaced by fundraising, grants, a previously approved Capital Appeals Drive

and other funding sources. This motion passed by majority vote with one abstention and 6fi&

onodé vot e. The final motion which pas;se unand

manent Fund. S?Jnda}ilgoe;?nmber 15
From Soul to Soul

COUNCIL SETS DATES AND GOAL FOR St. Petersburg (Russia

CAPITAL APPEAL DRIVE Mends Ens

*k%k

At the Annual Meeting of the Congregatiorin March the congregation yoted h

to establish a Capital Appeal Campaign for the purpose of funding the building restéﬁﬁgﬁy’ March 6

and authorized the Congregational Council to establish the time frame and goal ofifB&4ehbe announced
paign. Atits October meeting the Council established that the campaign WI|'| begin on $\°‘lﬁ‘mpeter

day, August 6, 2014 and conclude on Sunday, April 30, 2017 the 150th anniviersar Etl?
congregation and that a goal of $200,000.00 be set. Over the next several months the detalls
of the campaign will be worked out and a pledge drive launched, those wishing to help ~ ***
launch this campaign are asked to speak to Jim Benson. Sunday, May 19

Time to be announced

Southeastern Mass.
CORNERSTONE COMMITTEE ORGANIZES Chapter, American Guild
CONCERT SERIES of Organists

The Cornerstone Committe@inder the leadership of Lloyd Thompson has established a o

series of concerts (see schedule at mDht8d Tihetblfe a
restoration project. This concert series should be exciting, bring people from the coOmBHAB(nced

to FELC and hopefully be ongoing throughout the restoration period and beyond. Involve-

ment from the local community is being sought and to date several major sponsorshigesgheRipka,
concert series have been procured. Anyone wishing to serve on this committee is dakexh&tional award
speak with Lloyd or Jim Benson. Current members are Lloyd & Wilette Thompson, Alinning organist
Bandlow, Je&tien Ouelletisenney, Debbie Johnson, Vicki Johnson, & Dick Pearson
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First Quarterly Transition Report
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Brockton, MA
September 17, 2013

This is not your usual transition! It did not take long to realize a few things. In the midst of the persedspwarmgth there
suspicion of me or the synod. This is usual . iWhagt i
retirement over 7 years ago. | am but the fourth lead pastor (Pastors Norris, Hilston, Peterson, and now Sprdul) durit
transition which will likely be seen as a ten year process when we include the settling in of the nexttgaistar. Ifjthis wel
Shakespearean play, Act IV is where the climax, the critical event comes. And | believe this is true.

This act is likely to have five scenes with the first nearly over.
That first phase, as | usually call it, is one of getting to know each other and take the first step in tigfirdngfthe con
identity. The o0Graced History Eventdé saw aboygt 5
is. We acknowledged Godds grace throughout, HKono
noted the difficult spots and some similar times of anxiety, affirmed the value of good programs and gervice t
neighbors, and had a helpful conversation with  Associate to the Bishop Sara Anderson about whyi|jt is imp
separate former pastors from the congregation until well after the transition is over.
This fall, the second phase consists of listening to members, community leaders, and church neighbors gbout wi
and what is needed here; further clarifying our identity as distinct from other churches; and claiming What is ¢
the past while recognizing that not everything works anymore.
During the winter (?) the third scene or phase is to engage in deep discernment as to what God is up to ground |
First Lutheran is being called to respond in this community and around the world, and figureteuuMNhaEthe shc
and longerm priorities need to be so a plan can emerge. This may require some further elaboration of the sec
phase work.

The fourth part is the traditional writing of he
will be used by synod staff to select potential candidates to be interviewed and called, that being the|Jifth part
role in these last two steps other than answer questions about the process.
The critical event | refer to in Act IV in my time here is to discern deeply the leading of the Holy Spigiweor thdt to har
need to hear what God is up to with your life and what you see going on around us. Only you can tell us Wh(iyou SE
therefore, what we all must see. Failure to do this will leave First to continue on the slow slide begunaarfew dgcades
here with a commitment to see that does not happen.

In addition to serving as the pastor during this time leading worship, providing pastoral care, etc., | adii-be yomr intern
sultant on all the above plus oversee leadership transitions. This latter, | have found, will be mostly wprking b empo
leadership in all areas of church life, but | also sense a need to adjust the structure to fit the new siteaand nejv focus
already begun with the reactivation of many committees and program teams and will continue-anlbhggenidhmn here

| will not be leading programs (the Council has only engagedthiederofftlldime basis even though | am dn cajl ful
time) and so | will not be making program decisions.

In short, this is your chance to be heard in new and meaningful ways. In fact, we need many to step wgitand ghare th
ful service to friends and neighbors. It is yosturj mi
over the summer. | am looking forward to meeting the rest of you and moving forward this fall.

Pastor Ed Spraulransitional Pastor and Consultant

SU RVEY Enclosed in tAiglingsis a survey that the Transition Team asks you fill out and return via mail pr the

offering plate. The survey is the same on both sides so that husband and wife may fill out separate durveysj If you
tional copies for other household members please pick them up from the church office or the table in the haljwvay.
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W REATH D ECORATING ALTAR GUILD

The Family Wreath Decoratingrrogram will be held on De- Altar guild is currently seeking six people t

J

cember 8th in the Vestiis promises to be an exciting time $erve on our committee. We serve in pairs for ghe

individuals and families as we celebrate the Christmas seamonth of the year.

son.Decorate your own wreath to grace your fronk asir. Duties include changing of the paraments
tor from the North Pole will drop by with gifts for all good littleere is a change), dusting of the nave(altar, lec
boys and girls. Crafts aplenty will put your child/grandchild amtheulpit) and checking the acolyte and crucif
Christmas spiriCookie decorating will bring out the creativerobes (take home and wash if needed). You w
side all of us. work with a current committee member. Please
Soup and sandwiches will be s€as&db10 per familge Carolyn Giordano(Sa®44235) or the church
wreath.Lunch oni§5 per familyA Silent Auction will be held office.

to benefit the Martha Guild ScholarshigOfFunwtat

fun!!lll Mark your calendar ndhickets are available after

church and through the church office.

M ARTHA GUILD URBAN ART BAR

On Friday evening Octobe
4th the Urban Art Bar tran
formed the vestry into a fe
tive pumpkin patch. Artist
all ages created their very,
masterpiece from a blank
vas. Be sure to check out
photos in the hallway outsi
the church office on the M
tha Guild bulletin board!

Photos by Pam Mansbach
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M INISTERIAL ACTS

Book of faith

Baptisms
Sabel |l a

Quintin Enzo Cristiano Hayward
Scott Daniel Perkins
Funerals
Olive Blood

Vox Populi

Working the Law of Abundance.

For those who may be wondering 'Just what can | expect if | meet with
group? In the September Tidings there was parts 1 and 2 of introduction.
Now we will move on to parts 3 and 4 of what to expect when reading an
studying the Bible.

3. We should expect to encounter a language rich in metaphor
In the Bible we find many metaphors, such as the 'Lamb of God',' the 'roc
of our salvation,' the bread of life," and the 'way'. We should not expect to
read the Bible as a textbook. The Bible uses language and stories rich in
gphor thet point to God. That lively language enlivens our sense of oursglves
in relation to our neighbor and the world.

4. We should expect to be challengedThe Bible provides a picture

M.-HaBlidgA g ¢ il iPmeans to live as a child of God and as a follower of Jesus. For

ample, one in ten verses in the Gospels are about wealth and our use of |
We hear, "Blessed are you poor" (Luke 6:20). To the rich young man Jesl
says, "Go, selhat you own, and give the money to the poor" (Mark
10:21). It is important that we not too quickbhsaif of this justs affects
one's attitude toward riches. That insulates us from the challenge of doing
justice. We need to let the challenge confront us.

You are invited to experience these and more life renewal experiences.
First Lutheran Church offers not only the Book Of Faith experience of scr
ture and of the God who addresses us in love, forgiveness, and daily new
in place of the 'saméolihg thing day after day. Here you may also ex-
plore the age old question, 'Just what on earth am | here for, anyway?' Cc
tact me, Pr. Ken Bjorklund, or Miriam Johnson, or Susan Rovaldi and beg
the way to the answer.

Excerpts from an Essay by; Sue H. Singleton. From th&pivitgaizBteange Magdzhmealth and wellness publication)

OPeople with a

scarcity

m e -foge aTheiretisyonlyt se mugdh; danaif seneeene ese

has it, that means there will be less for me. The moreagniacieve become, the more we develop an abundance meni
ty, the more genuinely happy for the successngyedichievements, and good fortune of other people. We believe their <

cess adds toérather than detracts froméour | ives. 0
OWhen you focus on being a blessing, God makes s
0To |ive a pure unselfish |ife, one must count n
ONot what we have, but what w®nnenjoy, constitute
0You pray in your distress and in your need; wou
abundance. 6 Kahl il Gi br an
0The abundant | ife does not come to those who ha
from within and is rooted in strong mental and m
OWhat ever weépeae af mindacontenrment, graoer the inner awareness & iakuilhdarelg
come to us, but only when we are ready to receiyv

Continued on page 8



