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Our Vision Statement                                                                                       
 Our vision is to become a visible, outreaching community resource con-
sisting of diverse, active, enthusiastic and supportive Christians of all ages, working 
together with dynamic leadership and ministering to the spiritual and social needs of 
the congregation and community. 

Our Mission Statement                                                                                                
Celebrating the love of Christ…     
 Growing in faith and love…     
  Serving God and our neighbor…   
   First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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The Members of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

STAFF: 

Transitional Pastor:  Reverend Edward W. Sproul                                                           
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Pastors Emeriti:  Reverend Michael P. Fruth, Ph.D.                                           
                 Reverend Kenneth W. Hilston, Jr. 
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Upcoming Events 

Or Current Resident 

YARD SALE 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 

16 

8 am TO 2 pm At The 

Fruth Center 

CHURCH PICNIC 

Sunday, September 21 

11 am to 5 pm 

East Bridgewater 

YMCA 

KAFFEE STUGA 

Saturday,     
      

      
     

November 15 

10 am to 3 pm 

24th Annual Golf Tournament 

In Memory of Sean Tibbetts 

Monday, August 4 

1 pm Shotgun Start, Brockton CC 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL Wednesday, August 6 
At                                                     

Emmanuel House Residence 
Food for Friends Summer Distribution 

Dates: Sat., July 12, August 9, September 

13.  Volunteers needed 8 am to 1 pm 



 

Just as the one-year mark 

of my time with you 

passed, your leadership 

teams met with Pastor 

Sara J. Anderson from the 

bishop’s office. The Min-

istry Site Profile, the doc-

ument that describes First 

Lutheran and its pastoral 

needs, was reviewed. 

Now it is in the synod’s 

hands to guide them and 

prospective pastors in 

considering the Call to be 

extended here sometime 

in God’s future. 

 

I hope you have read the 

document. It does an ex-

cellent job of describing 

First and its context. It 

also describes what the 

congregation is seeking in 

a new pastor, although I 

suspect there are varying 

levels of agreement on 

that. The tension in these 

documents is always be-

tween what we want and 

what we need. They are 

rarely the same. So I en-

courage you to listen to 

the pastoral candidate’s 

observations as the pro-

cess unfolds. 

 

When we get to this point 

in each transition minis-

try, I have observed a ten-

dency to focus on that 

process alone. It’s like 

watching for the white 

smoke in the Vatican when 

a Pope is being elected. 

Other things are neglected 

as everyone gets caught up 

in anticipation. Things 

don’t actually stop - they 

just coast. It’s all very nat-

ural but its not great. The 

church needs to serve if it 

is to have life. Jesus said 

so and I believe it. 

 

Even though some will be 

away not to be seen until 

September or October, 

events and activities will 

be held this summer. Read 

about them elsewhere in 

this newsletter. Even 

though the heat will be on 

in more ways than one, 

FELC will be the cool 

place to be. Even though 

we do not know the future, 

it will be significantly 

shaped here this summer. 

Even though we think of 

summer as vacation time, 

our Lord is still on the job. 

 

As always, please call in 

time of need or just for 

questions - 774/633-6747.  

I’ll be around most of the 

summer hoping to see you. 

 

Pastor Ed Sproul,                     

Transitional Pastor 

 
 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

F IRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUMMER TIDINGS 
CONFIRMATION 

The 145th Confirmation Class                               
of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Luke Woodward and Mark Tilton 

Pastor Edward Sproul 

Sunday, June 1, 2014                                                                                            
                   

Photograph by Mr. P’s Photography 

Faith, like light, should always be simple and 
unbending; while love, like warmth, should 
beam forth on every side, and bend to every              

necessity of our brethren. 

         Martin Luther 
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One of the perennial favorites of the Kaffe Stuga is Attic Treasures, however, this is a very labor intensive part of the event 
and this year rather than Attic Treasures at Kaffe Stuga in November a Giant indoor/outdoor Yard Sale will be held in 
the Fruth Center and in its parking lot on Saturday, August 16 from 8 to 2 pm.  This Yard Sale will be a joint effort be-
tween the Martha Guild, Emmanuel House, Children’s Ark Preschool and Food for Friends.  We will begin to accept items 
for the sale in early June so please keep us in mind when doing your spring cleaning.  Absolutely NO Computers, TV’s or other such 
hard to dispose of electronics will be accepted —for large furniture items please check with Beth Christensen, Pat McAfee, Karen 
Christensen or Jim Benson as to their acceptability prior to donating them—if they don’t sell they are hard and costly to dis-
pose of.  Anyone interested in helping set-up and staff the yard sale is asked to speak to Beth, Pat, Karen or Jim. 

GIANT YARDSALE 

     

When:        Sunday, September 21, 2014     
  Rain or Shine 

Time:          11:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Where:       East Bridgewater YMCA field   
  (Camp Satucket facility) 

        635 Plymouth Street,   (Rt 106)                             
          East Bridgewater, MA 02333 

 

Last year’s picnic was such a success that we thought we’d 
have another. The picnic has been planned to be a day of fel-

lowship, games and fun for everyone! There will be great food and games for every age! 

The day will start with the traditional church service at First Lutheran at 8:00 and 9:00 am and/or you can join us for Worship-
with Holy Communion at the picnic from 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

The grills will be fired up and grilling will begin at 12:00. The committee will cook and sell Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and                         
Sausages: 

$1.00 for a hot dog   

$2.00 for a hamburger (or cheeseburger) 

$3.00 for a sausage will grilled onions/peppers,  

$1.00 for soda/water 

If your last name begins with the letters A – M, please bring a salad or side dish. 

If your last name begins with the letters N – Z, please bring a dessert 

There is a sign up sheet outside the church office. 

There is a small children’s playground, basketball court, horseshoe pit and lots of field space for races, Frisbee, football, kick-
ball, wiffleball and a scavenger hunt. Our older church members can relax under the pavilion and play card games, board 
games, enjoy each other’s company and listen to some great music. 

To help get a count of how many people will be attending, we are asking everyone to make a reservation. You can sign up out-
side the church office or fill out the reservation form and drop it in the offering plate. Walk-ins are always welcome. Transpor-
tation can also be provided. 

Bring your lawn chair and enjoy a day of fun and fellowship with members and friends of First Lutheran Church, Please pass the 
word around and we look forward to seeing you there!! 
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HYMNS 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 

PRAYER 

Is there a favorite hymn that you have been longing to sing?   On 
the hall table outside the sanctuary there is a box with forms that 
you may use to write down the name of a hymn or hymns that you 
would enjoy singing at a worship service.   Put it in the office and it 
will be used at the appropriate time.    

MINISTERIAL ACTS 

Baptisms 

Declan James Caffelle 

 

Marriages 

Jermaine Miguel Matthew          
&                                                                

Keisha Frania Edouard 

 

Affirmation of Baptism 

Mark Tilton 

Luke Woodward 

 

Deaths 

Wallace C. Engstrom 

Pamela A. Bradbury 

HOW IMPORTANT IS THE PRAYER LIST IN THE BULLE-
TIN EACH SUNDAY?   People ask ‘who are these people?   The 
list is so long.   How are they doing?   It would be good to hear 
about their progress once in awhile.’  Keith, our son-in-law, says 
thank you and tell them to keep praying.  Here is an overview of 
his progress:  He was diagnosed with Esophageal Cancer –stage 4 
in December.  After 6 weeks of Chemo he was tested and the doc-
tor’s remark was “extraordinary”.   Things were better.  After 6 
more weeks he said “extremely unbelievable – whatever you’re 
doing , keep it up.”    After the next 6 week period, some things 
have improved, but another spot was discovered, so radiation has 
begun and will continue for the next 10 days.  There are good days 
and bad days, which makes his work week shorter now.  When he 
is too sick to travel, the company is very understanding.  Thank 
you for all of your prayers.  We believe that is why his progress has 
been ‘extraordinary’ even when there are those difficult days.   
“Where two or three are gathered in my name there I am in the 
midst of them’ (Matthew 18:20);   If you ask anything of the father 
in my name, He will give it to you; (John 16:23).   With God all 
things are possible, and we are grateful for your prayer support.   
Please continue praying for him, his doctors, and his family.             
Ken and Grace Bjorklund 

IN SYMPATHY 

We extend our sympathy to 

Russell Grabau & Family on the death of his brother, Philip 

 

Kristin Robinson & Family on the death of her mother,              
Jean Donovan 

 

Pat McAfee & Family on the death of her mother-in-law,                
Barbara McAfee 

 

Bob Erickson  & Family on the death of Beverly 

SUMMERTIME 

Summertime is here which means more vaca-
tions, lower church attendance and lower 
giving and tighter cash flow.  Please remem-
ber that your church doesn’t go on vacation!  
Please mail or drop off your offering enve-
lopes or sign up for hassle free giving through 
Simply Giving—this automatic payment sys-
tem is safe, secure, and can be accessed 
through our website from anywhere with 
internet access.  One time contributions can 
be made this way as well. 



BISHOP’S 2014 REPORT 
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HONORING SEAN 

Sean Tibbetts' Memorial Family Run/Walk 

Sunday, September 14 at 9:00 am                                
DW Field Park, Brockton, MA 

  

Registration table will open at 9:00 am and                                                                      
the run/walk will begin at 10:00 am 

The money raised will be to start a college fund for Evan and Kyla 

Registration fee (runner or walker) includes a t-shirt                                                          
if payment is rec'd by July 31, 2014 

$25.00 (ages 13 and up)  $15.00 (ages 5 to 12) 

Free (under 5) if you would like a t-shirt for child, the cost is $5.00 

 Registration fees should be made payable to:  

 Sean F Tibbetts Memorial Fund and mailed with the form to Denise Bert, 416 Summer Street, Brockton, MA 02302                      
or give them to Melissa Tibbetts 

  

Thank you!!! 

Registration forms are on the table outside the Chapel. 

The 24th Annual First Lutheran Church Golf 
Tournament will be held at the Brockton Coun-

try Club on Monday, August 4 with a 1 pm 
Shotgun Start.  Please see the enclosed registra-
tion/sponsorship form.  We have a rain date of 

the following Monday, August 11 if needed.                                                                  

This year’s tournament will be dedicated to             
the memory of Sean F. Tibbetts who died this 

past year.  

 

This year’s field is limited to the first 60 registered golfers. 

 

Thank you for your support!               

 

24TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
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VOX POPULI 

Practicing Generosity            By David Lose  (Submitted to Tidings by Pr Ken Bjorklund) 

 
Christians know a secret about generosity. Generosity is not the fruit of success or happiness or security. It is, instead, the source 
of all these things. Actually, it's not only Christians who know this. Seth Godin, one of my favorite thinkers, puts it this way: 

Here's conventional wisdom: 
Success makes you happy. Happiness permits you to be generous. 
In fact, it actually works like this: 
Generosity makes you happy. Happy people are more likely to be successful. 

Christians have sometimes named the "conventional" wisdom Godin talks about "worldly" wisdom, as it expresses the sensibili-
ties that governs the world rather than the "kingdom logic" that Jesus announced during his earthly ministry. 

Truth be told, however, it's easy for us to forget this. Not that we set out to be miserly or actively believe that we have to be 
wealthy before we can be generous. But there are so many conventional, worldly messages to this effect that it can be difficult to 
put into practice Jesus' teaching. Indeed, the primary message of the world is one of scarcity: there is not enough time, money, 
love, security, and more. Therefore, runs the conventional, worldly wisdom, we need to look out for ourselves first, making 
sure we have enough before we tend to others. 

Jesus saw things differently. Addressing his disciples, Jesus told them not to be concerned about anything because they knew 
God loved them and would provide for them (see Matthew 6:25ff.). Similarly, the Apostle Paul, caught up in Jesus' kingdom 
logic, argues against such anxious living by urging his friends in the community of Philippi to, "Rejoice in the Lord always; again 
I will say, Rejoice!" (Phil. 4:4). He goes on to tell them the following: "Do not worry about anything, but in everything by pray-
er and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God" (4:6). 

The interesting thing about Paul's injunction is that he makes it while in prison. That's right, while he's sitting in prison with no 
sure guarantee of what his future may hold, he instructs his friends to rejoice rather than to worry, trusting that God will pro-
vide, and to share with each other and all those in need. 

While it's easy for us to assume that Paul must have been some kind of a spiritual giant to offer such counsel, the truth is some-
what different. As Paul himself says, "I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is to have little, and I 
know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of 
having plenty and of being in need." 

Paul's secret, like Jesus' counsel to his disciples, is to trust God. But what I find most interesting about the Apostle's confession is 
that he had to learn to be content whether he was well-fed or hungry. Paul didn't start out this way, he learned through practice. 

We, also, can learn to be more trusting and more generous through practice. What would it be like for a congregation to take 
time each week to reflect back on the acts of generosity its members had performed, witnessed, or experienced themselves? 
What if we returned some of our offerings to our youth group and gave them the assignment of finding a worthy charity to give 
it to and then report back the impact of our collective giving? What if we sought volunteers willing to try to buy less and give 
away more and surrounded them with prayer and listened to what they learned? What if we made space in our newsletter and 
Sunday service for people to share stories of generosity? What if ... 

The possibilities, of course, are nearly endless. And as we practice generosity we'll move more confidently from the convention-
al wisdom of the world to the kingdom logic Jesus taught. 

About the Author:  David J. Lose joined the Luther Seminary faculty in July of 2000 as assistant professor of homiletics. In May 2005, he 
received the Marbury E. Anderson Chair in Biblical Preaching and was named Academic Dean in June of the same year, a post he held 
through 2008. He is the author of "Making Sense of Scripture" (2009) and "Confessing Jesus Christ: Preaching in a Postmodern 
World" (2003). David was recently called to be the President of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.   
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BISHIOP’S REPORT  CONTINUED 

ELCA YOUTH  

GATHERING  

The 2015 ELCA National Youth Gathering will be held in   
Detroit from July 15 to 19—a little over a year away.                          

If you are a youth member of FELC watch for more infor-
mation on this great event and if you are an adult watch for 
ways in which you can invest in our young people and make 

this trip possible for them by helping offset the financial               
burden of the trip. 
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TRANSITION UPDATES 

MSP – What’s that? 
 
1. It is a document form published by the ELCA, (our 

denomination) required to be filled out with infor-
mation provided by a group of people from a con-
gregation seeking a Pastor. 

2. An MSP Team of writers was appointed by our con-
gregational council for this task: Pr. Ken Bjorklund, 
Chair. Sandra Dunphy, Secretary. Anne Kelley, 
Jeanne Govoni and Ron Newman. 

3. M= Ministry, S= Site, P= Profile: short for what 
are we seeking in a Pastoral Leader, a description of 
who and where we are- both as a congregation and 
community, what we are like and what sort of lead-
ership to serve us and in our setting. All of the ap-
propriate information we provide  provides a profile 
of us, a profile of our wants and a very comprehen-
sive document to assist some who has the gifts, tal-
ents and experience to be one with us as we move 
into the future serving God’s will and people- both 
members and neighbors in our human and spiritual 
multiplicity of needs. 

4. To see, read and comprehend all of the working task 
of the writing  team in being able to express all of 
the membership wants and hopes contained in this 
MSP document you can stop by the church office to 
get your own copy. 

5. The resources used by the writing team included all 
of the printed reports that came out of the 
“Transition Team’ member events and their inter-
views of important community leaders which includ-
ed former Mayor Linda Balzotti plus the pastoral 
leaders of the congregations worshipping in our 
building. 

6. With the completion of this document the Assistant 
to the Bishop of our New England Churches , Pr. 
Sara Anderson, begins meeting with our congrega-
tion council, ‘Call’ committee and writing team to 
begin the nation-wide search for candidates to be 
interviewed for our church. 

    Pr. Ken Bjorklund  

MINISTRY SITE PROFILE A NOTE FROM COUNCIL 

The Call process is in place and in action!  On Thursday even-
ing, June 19th, Council, Transition Team, Mission Site Profile 
Team and the Call Committee met with the Assistant to the 
Bishop, Sara Anderson. Pastor Anderson reviewed the Ministry 
Site Profile with the combined group and requested clarifica-
tion on congregational trends, goals and mission.  The MSP 
(Ministry Site Profile Team) has made the simple clarifications 
and the Profile has been submitted. 

Once Synod has the Profile it will be submitted nationwide so 
that the best potential pool of candidates is identified.  Council 
voted to go forward with a three candidate process requiring 
that Synod to notify the Call Committee when three candidates 
are identified .The Call Committee will arrange for interview-
ing, hearing sermons and evaluating the candidates.  During 
this process the work of the Call Committee is confidential.  
That is, the members are not to disclose any information about 
the candidates not even the names. This level of confidentiality 
is not for secrecy sake but for the protective integrity of inter-
viewer and interviewee. 

When the Call Committee has one, best candidate (from one 
pool of three or more pools of three) a report will be written 
and submitted to the Council.  Council will then create a com-
pensation proposal within the guidelines established by the 
Synod and present it plan to Pastor Anderson for review.  Af-
ter the compensation plan is established the candidate will be 
invited to meet with Council and congregation. 

As we are aware, this is not a quick process but it is an inten-
tional process.  Please give any information that you believe is 
important to the call to any member of the Call Committee.   
Remember this crucial committee in your prayers as they 
begin to discern the calling of a Pastor to First Evangelical Lu-
theran Church. 

Call Committee as voted by Council: 

Hans Christiansen 

Dennis Govoni 

Sandra Dunphy 

Elizabeth Belanger 

Aaron Rovaldi   

Meaghan Christiansen Once finalized and released by the Synod the 
MSP will be on the church website. 
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CAPITAL APPEAL BOOK OF FAITH 

At the 2013 Annual Meeting of the Congregation it was 
unanimously voted to establish a capital Campaign for 
the exterior of the church building.  It was voted this 
year to obtain a loan of $300,000.00 from the Mission 
Investment Fund of the ELCA to provide the working 
capital for the project with monies from the Capital Ap-
peal to make the loan payments along with funds raised 
from other sources.  The Campaign will run from April 
of 2014 until April 30, 2017—the exact day of our 
150th Anniversary. 

Work is progressing rapidly with two faces of the tower 
nearly complete as far as re-pointing goes.  Once all of 
the masonry is re-pointed and washed all of the masonry 
will be waterproofed.  The building is several shades 
lighter where the work has been done giving an indica-
tion of how it looked when built  92 years ago. 

We thank those who have pledged to this campaign how-
ever, there are many who have not responded to the 
need to fund this project even though the vote to under-
take the project was unanimous.  Soon a mailing will go 
out to those who have not pledged to the Capital Ap-
peal—we ask that you prayerfully consider your gift to 
this project and our ongoing stewardship of what we 
have been given by past generations as we move forward 
to becoming a more vital asset within the community. 

BOF? ask me 
 This Bible Study session of 2013-14 has been quite a 
‘different’ experience for us all;  from the dramatic and surreal 
Book of Revelation, to the Gospel of John, and then con-
cluding in the Book of Proverbs.  
 Along the way there have been a couple or three addi-
tional group experiences also. For now, we found the Book of 
Revelation to be startlingly , dramatic, surreal, picturesque telling 
of the eternity in which God dwells and to which all of his children 
shall go. The message being that people of faith survive the tor-
ments, disease, and violence of earth to be with the God and Sav-
ior they have come to love while here on earth i.e. God and Good 
defeat evil. 
 Our next biblical adventure was with the Gospel of John. 
This fourth book in the New Testament was written somewhere 
between 90 AD and 100 Ad at the time of the great persecution of 
Christians. While the Book of Revelation is about eternity and 
God’s realm there John’s Gospel is about on earth to the same 
people as are suffering martyrdom and that Jesus as God is the 
power of resurrection and the gate to heaven, ‘I am the way, the 
truth and the life’, I Am is the name of God given to Moses on 
mount Sinai. The Word, the Logos, and God are 
one and the same being. During this study period friends of Rosa 
Nichols began attending our 9 a.m. worship service. Our com-
plete bulletin printed out of worship was of some assistance to 
them as they followed as much as possible with their pointer fin-
ger. A brief conversation yielded the statement, ‘I want Jesus in 
my heart from the Bible’. The class generously donated enough 
money to purchase five Brazilian-English Bibles. Rosa attended 
some of the classes with us to learn how to use the two column 
Brazilian/English Bibles. She is distributing them to her friends for 
their use. 
 From the ‘Sublime to the Pedantic’ was our next experi-
ence in starting Proverbs. This book of sayings was collected with 
material from many Mid-Eastern sources. The primary use was in 
teaching children, males mostly in focus, the proper behavior and 
wisdom in making ethical and relational decisions. While we were 
involved in this study we had a fourth grader come to visit. After a 
couple sessions this young person pleaded to be allowed to partici-
pate with us. Read, ask questions and participate in sidebar issues 
raised showed inclusive behavior. 
Later, it was learned, she reported to her parent that while with 
some peers who were thinking of doing some inappropriate 
things, she spoke up and witnessed to her Biblical learning as to 
what was right from the wrong being planned. Just the right book 
for her.    

FRUTH CENTER 

We have secured the Old Colony YMCA as a second 
floor tenant for the Fruth Center.  The Y will be open-
ing a housing program on that floor for six young men 
at any one time that prepares them for independent 
living in the community.  This program is monitored 
24/7 and there is a good possibility that it could expand 
to the first floor as well.  The Y will be doing renova-
tions to the upstairs, to utilities and rooms as well as 
installing a sprinkler system in the stairwell and second 
floor.  The Y is making an investment of approximately 
$192,000.00 in the building to make it useable space 
for this program.  They will be moving in August 1. 

We are continuing to negotiate with the Y on the first 
floor space for a number of program possibilities. 


