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Our Vision Statement                                                                                       
 Our vision is to become a visible, outreaching community resource con-
sisting of diverse, active, enthusiastic and supportive Christians of all ages, working 
together with dynamic leadership and ministering to the spiritual and social needs of 
the congregation and community. 

Our Mission Statement                                                                                                
Celebrating the love of Christ…     
 Growing in faith and love…     
  Serving God and our neighbor…   
   First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

MINISTERS: 

The Members of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

STAFF: 

Transitional Pastor:  Reverend Edward W. Sproul                                                           

E-mail:  ed.sproul@gmail.com  Cell:  774-633-6747 

Pastors Emeriti:  Reverend Michael P. Fruth, Ph.D.                                           
                 Reverend Kenneth W. Hilston, Jr. 

Parish Administrator:  James E. Benson 

Cell Phone:  508-207-8746  E-mail:  jbenson@firstevlutheran.org 

Church/Financial Secretary:  Paula M. Fedele 

E-mail:  pfedele@firstevlutheran.org 

Organist:  David Burnham                                                                                           
Minister of Music Emeritus:  Hope E. Mehaffey 

Sexton:  Paul O’Brien 

900 Main  Street  Brockton, MA 02301 
Phone: 508-586-9021   Fax: 508-583-5501 
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Holy Week & Easter 
The Passion of Our Lord, Palm Sunday, April 13 

Service of Holy Communion at 7:45  

Festival Service of Holy Communion at 9:00    First Communion  

Maundy Thursday, April 17 
Service of Holy Communion at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday, April 18 
Tenebrae Service at 7:00 pm 

The Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day, April 20 
Service of Holy Communion at 7:45 am       

Festival Service of Holy Communion at 9 am 

Or Current Resident 



Easter 2014 

Save the Dates: 

 

Lent has become the 
church’s time of renewal 
preparing to burst with new 
life at Easter. I continue to 
meet folks coming back to 
church after long absences - 
certainly renewal! I watch 
the congregation grieve over 
the loss of members - anoth-
er kind of renewal! Then 
there is the never ending 
renewal of leadership in 
commissions, teams, and 
organizations. It is not so 
much about change as it is 
about life and new life. 
 
Wednesday evening services 
this Lent have focused on the 
six marks of Christian disci-
pleship - six practices that 
will strengthen our faith. 
Pastor Ken Bjorklund has 
been leading a discussion of a 
book on welcoming hospital-
ity in the church, a need we 
have to freshen up a bit - 
more renewal! 
 
There is an restlessness in the 
air with the new profile be-
ing developed for the bishop 
to peruse before selecting 
candidates for our Call Com-
mittee to interview for the 
permanent pastorate here. 
Watch for a date later in the 
spring to read and discuss it.. 
 
As usual we will be welcom-
ing a bunch of young people 
to their first communion on 

Palm Sunday. Services in Holy 
Week will again be held joint-
ly with Grace Chapel at 7:00 
PM on Maundy Thursday 
(communion) and Good Fri-
day Tenebrae (diminishing 
lights). The choir will return 
for Palm Sunday and Easter 
under the direction of our 
interim organist David Burn-
ham. 
 
So ... Is it time for renewal in 
your life? We have the tools. 
You have the need. We pray 
these come together this year 
at First. See you soon. 
 
Pastor Ed Sproul, 
Transitional Pastor 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

F IRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

EASTER 
Important Dates 

April 13                       
Palm Sunday 

April 17                         
Maundy Thursday 

April 18                            
Good Friday 

April 20                           
EASTER 

May 11                        
Youth Sunday 

May 17                                    
Celebration for Hope 

June 1                         
Youth Breakfast 
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HE IS RISEN HE IS RISEN 
INDEED! 

Our Lord has written the 
promise of the                  

resurrection, not in books 
alone, but in every leaf 

in spring-time. 

Martin Luther 

Mission Site 
Profile Team 

As the work of the Transi-
tion Team draws to a close 
the Congregational Council 
has appointed a committee 
that will write our Mission 
Site Profile—this is the doc-
ument that will become an 
important part of the Call 
Process as it serves as a 
guide to who we are, what 
we are seeking in a pastor 
and where we see ourselves 
going as a congregation.  
The members of this team 
are: 

Ronald Newman, Sr. 

Rev. Ken Bjorklund 

Jeanne Govoni 

Anne Kelley Council 

At the February meeting of 
the Congregational Council 
the following were elected 
officers for 2014: 

 

Vice President:                                   
Jean-Ellen                             

Ouellette-Kenney 

Secretary:                                         
Christine Newman 

Treasurer:                                             
Al Bandlow 

Memorials 

Reminder that Easter me-
morial are due by Palm Sun-
day, April 13.  Forms were 
in the last edition of Tidings 
and are available from the 
office 
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KEITH PARK                   

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Saturday, April 19 from 1 to 
2 pm for children under 12.  

Registration required before 
April 16.  For further infor-

mation please visit the Keith 
Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s Facebook page, KPNA. 

FELC member, Chris Kostka, 
along with his parents, are 

active members of the KPNA 
and working hard to make 
the park, located at Main & 
Plain Streets a vibrant part 

of the community. 
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Congratulations to FELC               
member, Chris Kostka, 

on being appointed to the 
three person Brockton 
Historical Commission.  
The Brockton Historical 

Commission is the official 
agent of municipal             

government responsible 
for City-wide historic 
preservation planning. 

The Commission works 
in cooperation with other 

agencies to ensure that 
the goals of historic 

preservation are consid-
ered in planning and    

development activities 
throughout Brockton.   

THANK YOU 

Thank you to Liz Belanger, Lynn Pearson and all              
those who made this year’s Giving Tree truly a                      

blessing to so many. 

“Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a college 
degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve.... 
You don't have to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You 
only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.”                                                             
       Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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God is pleased when our worship is 
practical. The Bible says, ‘Offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God- this is your spiritual act 
of worship’. Why does God want our body? Why doesn’t 
he say, “offer your spirit’? Because without your body 
you can’t do anything on this planet. In eternity we will 
receive a new, improved, upgraded body, but while 
you are here on earth , God says, ‘Give me what you’ve 
got.’ He’s just being practical about worship. 

In the Old Testament, God took pleasure in 
the many sacrifices of worship because they foretold of 
Jesus sacrifice for us on the cross. Now God is pleased 
with different sacrifices of worship: thanksgiving, 
praise, humility, repentance, offerings of money, pray-
er, serving others, and sharing with others in need. 

One thing worship costs us is our self-
centeredness. You cannot exalt God and yourself at the 
same time. You don’t worship to be seen by others or 
to please yourself at the same time. You deliberately 
shift the focus off yourself.                                                            
Excerpts from, Rick Warren’s book,                               
The Purpose Driven Life                                                                    

VOX POPULI 

BOOK OF FAITH 

This group has begun and will continue after Easter Sunday in 
the Book of Proverbs. Prudence, Wisdom, and living daily life 
wisely is the content of this 4,000 year old book that reads as if 
brand new and addressing our current world events. Our group 
is growing with new people both young and mature. This is a 
good place to drop in and become one among friends that expe-
rience the Bible as good current learning for our daily life.  
Welcome! 

MID-WEEK  

BOOK DISCUSSION 

DISCIPLESHIP 2014 

The Welcoming Congregation: Roots and Fruits of Chris-
tian Hospitality;  by Henry G. Brinton, is a small book being 
read and discussed between soup and mid-week worship 
Wednesdays and will continue for 5 weeks after Easter. Each 
reading unit has challenging questions and thoughtful action 
plans to talk over and ask ourselves- could this be us? 
If you are looking to penetrate with your mind the several issues 
of congregational hospitality this group reading and discussion is 
for you. After Easter the group will gather at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. We, as a congregation, are looking forward to a 
new start with new leadership and a shining future of growth 
and development. It is important to be stimulated in our 
thoughts and potential participation in the new life happening 
here at First Ev. Lutheran Church. 

This team of people, members of our church, have begun meet-
ing and have selected our fall Stewardship Campaign leader in 
Gary Oman. We have also responded to the frequently asked 
question, ‘When are we going to become more acquainted with 
the three other worshipping congregations in our building? ‘ 
There are options to study and we have begun the process of 
working out a date and time favorable to all of us for a get-
together. So keep looking for news on progress in the bulletin 
and our Web-site as we proceed in this direction. 

YOUTH SUNDAY 

 On Sunday, May 11 our youth will lead both 
our 7:45 and 9 am services in all  aspects with the ex-
ception of the celebrating of Communion.  We encour-
age you to attend on this day, which is also Mother’s 
Day, in support of our youth.                                                          
 Youth will deliver the sermon, read the les-
sons, lead the liturgy, collect the offering, serve as 
Communion assistants. 

ELCA YOUTH  

GATHERING  

The 2015 ELCA Youth gathering will be held in Detroit, 
Michigan from July 15 –19.  Over 40,000 youth are 
expected to attend this event.  There will be an informa-
tional meeting for those interested in attending follow-
ing the Sunday School hour on Sunday, April 27.  For 
more information youth are asked to contact Beth Chris-
tensen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  
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On Palm Sunday, April 13 at 9 am the                
following will be recognized for                            

completing instruction about Holy              
Communion. May this seed continue to 

grow as they continue their  faith journey.  

Jonathan Pearson 

Manuel Robinson 

Cassandra Tofteroo 

Ella Trinanes 

Saidee Trinanes 

Trista Trinanes 

Zoe Trinanes 

Ethan Woodward 

YOUTH BREAKFAST 

Its that time of year again— We are currently in the open chal-
lenge period of the Alan S. Feinstein Foundation Grant for Hun-
ger.  Each year, Rhode Island philanthropist, Alan Sean Feinstein 
funds a million dollars in grants to food pantries and like agencies.  
We have received grants of $250.00 in the past from this founda-
tion.  In order to be eligible we must report how many dollars and 
how many food items (each item is considered equal to a dollar) 
are donated to our food pantry between March 1 and April 30.  
the more we raise the greater our potential for a larger grant.  We 
welcome you food donations as well as your monetary donations 
toward this grant.  Thank you! 

FEINSTEIN GRANT 

“If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one” 

Mother Teresa 

On Sunday, June 1 the Youth will hold their annual congrega-
tional breakfast from 8:00 am to 11:00 am in the vestry and     
serving room.  Tickets are $8.00 for adults, children $4.00 and 
under 3 are free.  Proceeds will benefit youth programs at FELC.  
Please watch the bulletin, Facebook and Website for ticket availa-
bility. 

SAVE THE DATE:  

GIANT  YARD SALE 

One of the perennial favorites of the Kaffe Stuga is Attic Treasures, 
however, this is a very labor intensive part of the event and this 
year rather than Attic Treasures at Kaffe Stuga in November a Gi-
ant indoor/outdoor Yard Sale will be held in the Fruth Center and 
in its parking lot on Saturday, August 16 from 8 to 2 pm.  This 
Yard Sale will be a joint effort between the Martha Guild, Emman-
uel House, Children’s Ark Preschool and Food for Friends.  We 
will begin to accept items for the sale in early June so please keep 
us in mind when doing your spring cleaning.  Absolutely NO Com-
puters, TV’s or other such hard to dispose of electronics will be 
accepted —for large furniture items please check with Beth Chris-
tensen, Pat McAfee or Jim Benson as to their acceptability prior to 
donating them—if they don’t sell they are hard and costly to dis-
pose of.  Anyone interested in helping set-up and staff the yard sale 
is asked to speak to Beth, Pat or Jim. 

MINISTERIAL ACTS 

 

Deaths 

 

Sean F. Tibbetts 

Kenneth R. Persson 

 



CELERATING HOPE:  MAY 17 
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TRIBUTE TO A FRIEND 

WALK  

FOR 

HUNGER 

Project Bread’s Annual Walk for Hunger will take place on Sunday, May 4.  The last several years 
we have not had a group walk but have provided volunteers for assistance with registration early 
that morning.  If you would like to walk or are available to assist early that morning in Boston with 
registration please speak to Beth Christensen or Jim Benson.  Our volunteer participation makes it 
possible for our food pantry to be eligible for a grant from Project Bread. 

On Saturday, May 17 at 3 pm 
we will celebrate Hope        
Mehaffey’s long and distin-
guished career as our Minister 
of Music.  After nearly 53 
years of dedicated service to 
First Lutheran Hope resigned 
earlier this year from her posi-
tion.  The afternoon will begin 
with a brief organ recital of-
fered by Peter Sykes in tribute 

to his early teacher.  Some presentations will be made to Hope and a reception 
held in her honor in the vestry.  All are invited and welcome to attend.  Enclosed is an envelope for those wishing to make                            
a gift to Hope. 

On Saturday, March 15 more than 
150 family and friends gathered to say 
farewell to the first person baptized in 
the current church edifice, Kenneth 
Persson.  Ken was baptized just three 
days after Archbishop Soderblom dedi-
cated the structure.   Ken loved his 
church and over the years had served the 
church in many ways.  For the past sev-
eral years Ken and his wife  Donna have 

been generous 
benefactors of our 
Food for Friends Food Pantry.  The pantry’s new truck was parked in 
front of the church for Ken’s memorial service draped in black as a tribute 
to such a generous member of the congregation.  

We thank all those who paid tribute to Ken and to his family and friends 
who have donated generously in his memory to the Food for Friends Food 
Pantry and to the Kenneth & Donna Persson Scholarship at the food pan-
try.  
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CAPITAL APPEAL CAMPAIGN 

At the 2013 Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation it was unani-
mously voted to establish a cap-
ital Campaign for the exterior 
of the church building.  It was 
voted this year to obtain a loan 
of $300,000.00 from the Mis-
sion Investment Fund of the 
ELCA to provide the working 
capital for the project with 
monies from the Capital Appeal 
to make the loan payments 
along with funds raised from 
other sources.  The Campaign 
will run from April of 2014 
until April 30, 2017—the exact 
day of our 150th Anniversary. 

The month of April will be a 
time when you will be asked to 
make your commitment to the 
Capital Appeal.  Pledge cards 
are included in this Tidings and 
will be in the Sunday bulletins 
through the month of April.  
Our Campaign goal is 
$200,000.00 — please careful-
ly consider your gift.  

Cards may be placed in the 
offering plate, dropped off or 
mailed back to the church. 

The restoration is underway 
with the bulk of the education 
wing repointed.  Work will 
begin this spring of door and 
trim replacement and painting.  
The church will be surrounded 
by a construction fence during 
the masonry repointing as a 
precaution to limit access to the 
grounds while mortar is being 
cut out of the joints. 


