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CHRISTMAS EVE    

Tuesday, December 24 

Family Services at 5 pm     

Traditional Service at 11:00 pm 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord,  

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Wednesday, December 25  9:00 am 



FOOD FOR FRIENDS PURCHASES TRUCK 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 

 

 The Board of Directors of our Food 
for Friends Food Pantry recently approved the 
purchase of a 2007 GMC cab-over box truck 
for the transport of food from the Greater Bos-
ton food Bank to our pantry.  This truck was 
purchased with funds from the grant we re-
ceived from Thrivent and your matching gifts 
toward that grant.  The cost of the truck was 
$12,000.00.  Other costs such as registration, 
insurance, maintainence and fuel will be taken 
as needed from the remaining grant money and 
new grants and donations sought on a regular 
basis to keep the truck on the road. The truck 
will be lettered with the name of the food pan-
try and the church. 

 The Food for Friends Board would 
like to express its heartfelt thanks to Brad Ness 
for the loan of a truck for several years and for 
his assistance in procuring this one.  We would 
also like to thank Herb Woodward for his assis-
tance is procuring this vehicle and in making 
sure it is road worthy and in good mechanical 
condition. 

 Thank you to the Newman Brothers, 
Ron and Don for their weekly runs to Boston, 
this new truck will make life easier in poor 
weather conditions. 

 Thank you to all who through their 
volunteer efforts weekly or monthly and to 
those who give of their financial resources gen-
erously—your efforts are greatly appreciated 
by all. 

NEW RECORD 

Our Food for Friends Food Pantry set a new distribution record for 
the month of November.  276  families were served 32,131 pounds 
of food or over 16 tons!  Among the items distributed were turkeys 
or legs of lamb to all families of 5 or more people and chickens to 
smaller families.  We also distributed fresh produce consisting of 
sweet potatoes, apples, butternut squash, parsnips, onions, carrots.  
We also distributed 300 dozen eggs. 

Unfortunately the need for food continues and we have seen an in-
crease due to the closure of the pantry at Trinity Baptist Church here 
in Campello. 

Fortunately our partnership with the Greater Boston Food Bank pro-
vides us with the necessary food to distribute.  The GBFB, since its 
founding in 1981 has distributed more than half a billion pounds of 
food.  This is equivalent to 417,000,000 meals—enough food to 
feed a sell out crowd at Fenway Park 11,000 times!!! 

Thank you to all who helped out on November 9 and who help by 
supporting Food for Friends in many ways. 

Hunger does not breed reform;                                                
it breeds madness, and all the ugly distempers 

that make an ordered life impossible." 

                                President Woodrow Wilson 
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2014 OFFERING 

BOXES 

GERSHWIN CONCERT A 

SUCCESS 

Your 2014 Offering Boxes are available in 
the hallway outside the church office.  Please 
pick yours up and take a family members or 
friend’s as well.  If you do not have a box 
and would like envelopes please speak to 
Paula Fedele in the Church office. 

The first of our series of Cornerstone Concerts held on October 27 
was a success with over 75 people in attendance on an afternoon in 
which we were competing with the Red Sox and Patriots!  Proceeds 
from this concert and others will benefit the exterior restoration of 
the church. 

Guest artist, Jack Brent, performed the works of George Gershwin 
flawlessly on our 1894 Steinway.  Many of those in attendance were 
from the surrounding communities and expressed great appreciation 
for the series that has been put together. 

The next concert will feature the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble on 
December 15 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

The Worship & Music Committee is looking 
for people to serve as Assisting  Ministers, 
Lectors, Communion Assistants.  If you 
would like to volunteer for one of these 
ministries please speak to Jeanne Govoni, 
Ron Newman or let the church office know.  

Cornerstone Committee chair, Lloyd 
Thompson presents noted Gershwin inter-
preter, jack Brent with a memento in honor 
of his performance at the first of our Cor-
nerstone Concerts. 
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Russians to Perform 

Preschool wish list 

CHILDREN’S ARK  

PRE-SCHOOL, INC.         

900 Main Street                                                                                                                                    
Brockton, MA 02301 

www.childrensarkpreschool.com 

3 day Pre-school Program Available 

OPENINGS ARE STILL AVAILABLE 

For Information please call                                
508-587-8032 

Children’s Ark Preschool has a non-discriminatory 
enrollment policy 

The preschool is in need of the following 
items.  Donations may be left at the school 

or at the Church Office 

Items Needed: 

Copy Paper 
Kleenex 

Clorox wipes 
Sponges 

Crayola Thick Markers 
White Construction Paper 

Paper Towels 
Napkins 

5 oz. Cups 
Juice 

Thank you! 

A                                 
Blessed Christmas 

and                              
Happy New Year 

to All! 

The fabulous voices of the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble return 
this year t First Lutheran on Sunday, December 15 at 1:00 pm.  This 
performance will be the second in our Cornerstone Concert Series 
to raise funds for our building’s exterior restoration. 

Anyone who is willing to assist with planning these events, servings 
as a host/hostess, selling tickets or distributing posters is asked to 
see Lloyd Thompson or Jim Benson.  Everyone’s assistance is needed 
to help make these concerts a success. 

Thank you to Grace Bjorklund and Ruth Johnson who have spent 
several hours so far sorting through the church library, organizing the 
collection and disposing of outdated materials.  This work has long 
been overdue. 

Thank you 
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Pastor’s perspective 

Are you looking forward to the holidays or the holy days? Maybe nei-

ther. Personally I love holidays - time with grandchildren and other 

family, time for what’s important, time to pause physically and mental-

ly just to look around at life. There is extra time. I also hate holidays - 

the rush of extra shopping, decorations, special events, and other added 

expectations. There’s not enough time.  

 

So you can see it’s about time. The same is true about holy days - time 

for priorities and time with God. For some that is a reason to love holy 

days and for others it’s another pressure point. Therein lies the truth: Is 

it an opportunity or an obligation? I pray that all find ways to lessen the 

stress and distractions while multiplying the joys and meaning of the 

season. You can find the holiday schedule for worship and other events 

elsewhere in the Tidings and soon on our new website. 

 

On other fronts, the identity event on November 3 saw over 50 mem-

bers participate. The reports on that day as well as the earlier Graced 

History Event will be published soon. Your Transition Team (Lois 

Ness, Ruth Johnson, Dawn Caffelle, Bob Thompson, Bill Dunphy, and 

Aaron Rovaldi) are working on those as well as on the community sur-

veys. Slow but steady progress over all.  

 

Meanwhile the various leadership groups (committees, etc.) are slowly 

coming to grips with program and communication issues. Operating 

with no full-time pastor as a communication hub and decision center 

has been a challenge. This is normal as we approach the five-month 

mark in my time with you. Have patience with each other and with this 

process. 

 

A pastoral note: I am eager to bring communion or pastoral conversa-

tion. If you know anyone I have overlooked, please call on me. 

 

Finally, I constantly sense the anxiety or other levels of worry about 

how things are First Lutheran. I am aware the details vary, but most 

other churches are going through similar issues with or without called 

pastors. We are working to figure out what is societal and what is 

unique to First. As much as we know and as much as we already have 

assumptions, we continue to discern God’s unique calling into the fu-

ture. Please pray. 

 

See you in church! 

 

Pastor Ed Sproul, Transitional Pastor 

 

Giving Tree 2014: Once again, First 
Lutheran will be participating in a collec-
tion for friends in need this holiday sea-
son.  This year, in addition to helping 
Lutheran Social Services, we will 
be helping a few families from within our 
own congregation.  The Giving Tree will 
be on display soon.  Please select an orna-
ment from the tree, write your name 
next to your ornament number in the log 
book, obtain the gift described on the 
ornament, and return your wrapped gift 
to either the church office during the 
week or give to Liz or Lynn on Sunday 
mornings.  The last collection day will be 
Sunday, December 8th.  Contact Liz Bel-
anger at 508-944-5546 or Lynn Pearson 
at 508-965-6554 with any questions.  We 
thank you for your generosity!   

 GIVING 
TREE 

2014 

Sunshine              
Committee 

The Sunshine 
Committee 
will meet at 9 
am on Mon-
day Decem-
ber 2 in the 
Serving Room 
to prepare 
poinsettias to 

deliver to our homebound and ill.  We 
thank the Sunshine Committee for their 
ministry. 

Check out our new website at www.firstevlutheran.org 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=poinsettia+photo&qpvt=poinsettia+photo&FORM=IGRE
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VOX POPULI 
Subject: What Mission Support means to me (The 
portion of our giving that goes to our Synod and the 
ELCA) 
Words from the voice of Pr. Lee Hallstrom, Light of 
Christ Lutheran Church Delano, Minn. 
 “Light of Christ Lutheran Church in Delano, 
Minn., is a tithing congregation. The first 10% of our 
offering goes to our Synod and church-wide organiza-
tion. And we do many other things. But here’s where 
I am at – I just appreciate that in this day, when peo-
ple tend to question whether being part of a denomi-
nation is important, for me it has become even more 
so. What I tell my congregation every week is 
that by being a member of the ELCA, we get to 
go around the world.  I live in Delano, Minn. I’m 
also in Moore Okla., representing the work of Lu-
theran Disaster Response. I’m also in Sub-Saharan 
Africa fighting malaria, and I’m in Chile with Karen 
Anderson, an ELCA missionary there. By being part 
of the ELCA, I have the privilege of being around the 
world and through-out the U.S. That excites me, and 
I share that with my congregation.” 

 
Submitted by Pr. Ken Bjorklund 

BOOK OF FAITH 
‘Believing is behaving in a new way’ The Gospel of John is giving 
some fresh new perspectives on living the life of Faith.’  Matthew 
and Luke connect Jesus with the human families of David and the 
supposed generations back to pre-history. John starts off with mak-
ing Jesus connection with God the creator. New folks have begun 
meeting with us and more folks are welcome. 
 At the time of this writing I had worn my BOF button 
two days out and about. Three people stopped me to ask for the 
meaning of BOF.  After explaining and inviting them to be a part of 
our group, I got responses that almost sounded like biblical quotes. 
1. Oh I would like to join in but there are only 12 people attending 
our church at that time on Sunday, I would feel a deserter. 2. After 
giving the explanation and invitation to another person, the re-
sponse was where do you meet? It was easy to explain directions, 
since we were on So. Main St. Brockton. 3. In a grocery store a 
vender giving out coffee samples, (DD) asked about my button. 
When I finished with my brief introduction and invitation, the re-
sponse was, ‘But, I’m a Jew.” Then she went on to say, ‘I believe 
in life after death, where we will recognize each other.” Upon as-
suring her that it is Biblical to have such a faith, she said, ‘Good, I’ll 
see you there and say ‘hello’. 
 There is joyful living in class and beyond.       
 
                       Pr. Ken Bjorklund 

     Once again, Martha Guild 
will be the sponsors of Kaffe Stuga. Believe it or not, 
it’s just a year away and we need your help!!  Kaffe Stu-
ga is a huge undertaking and it takes many people, 
working many hours. It involves every member of all 
ages to make it a success Whatever you can do to help, 
it will be greatly appreciated and it benefits First Lu-
theran on all levels. Whatever your talent is, whether it 
be crafts, baking, set up etc we can use your help!! Feel 
free to make crafts, items to sell at home. If you need 
supplies, please let a Martha Guild member know. 
Thank you in advance!! 

Save the date:  November 15, 2014 

KAFFEE STUGA 2014 YOUTH 
There will be a Youth overnight at the church on 
Friday, November 22.  Anyone interested in par-
ticipating please see Beth Christensen 

DECK THE 

HALLS 
On Friday, December 13 at 6 pm those wishing 
to help decorate the church for Christmas are 
asked to meet in the Nave.  Following the deco-
rating of the tree all will enjoy pizza and soda.  
Please join the Worship Committee for this fun, 
annual event. 
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CALUMET RETREAT 
On the weekend of October 18 –20 several First Lutheran Youth and their advisors were on retreat at camp Calumet in Ossip-
pee, New Hampshire.  This cost of this year’s trip was covered by an anonymous donation made to the Devin Ness Memorial 
Fund specifically to fund this year’s retreat. 



A Congregation of the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision Statement                                                                                       
Our vision is to become a visible, outreaching community resource consisting of 
diverse, active, enthusiastic and supportive Christians of all ages, working together 
with dynamic leadership and ministering to the spiritual and social needs of the con-
gregation and community. 

Our Mission Statement                                                                                                
Celebrating the love of Christ…     
 Growing in faith and love…     
  Serving God and our neighbor…   
   First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

MINISTERS: 

The Members of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

STAFF: 

Reverend Edward Sproul, Transitional pastor 

 

Pastors Emeriti:  Reverend Michael P. Fruth, Ph.D.                                           
                 Reverend Kenneth W. Hilston, Jr. 

Parish Administrator:  James E. Benson 

Cell Phone:  508-207-8746  E-mail:  jbenson@firstevlutheran.org 

Church/Financial Secretary:  Paula M. Fedele 

E-mail:  pfedele@firstevlutheran.org 

Minister of Music:  Hope E. Mehaffey 

Sexton:  Paul O’Brian 

Phone: 508-586-9021 
Fax: 508-583-5501 

FIRST EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

V ISI T  U S  O N  TH E  W E B  

W W W . FI RS TE V L U T HE R AN . OR G  

Family Wreath Decorating                
December 8, 2013 

Following Sunday School in the vestry 

This will be an exciting time for all individuals and fami-
lies as we celebrate the Christmas season.                                                                          

Decorate your own wreath to grace your front door.   

A visitor from the North Pole will drop by with gifts for all the good little 
boys and girls.  Crafts aplenty will put your child/grandchild in the 

Christmas spirit. 

Soup and sandwiches will be served.  Cost: $10 per family.                                          
A Silent Auction will be held to benefit the  Martha Guild                  

Scholarship Fund. 


